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Session II.Session II. Geothermal Resource Geothermal Resource 

Potential: categories and definitionsPotential: categories and definitions

�� A. Geothermal Resource Types and CategoriesA. Geothermal Resource Types and Categories
•• NearNear--surface/deep, conventional /advancedsurface/deep, conventional /advanced
•• Advanced: EGS, SuperAdvanced: EGS, Super--critical/magma, Geopressuredcritical/magma, Geopressured--deep deep 

sedimentary, Offshore, Cosedimentary, Offshore, Co--produced hotproduced hot--
water/hydrocarbonswater/hydrocarbons

•• High/low temperature: direct use / electricity / combinedHigh/low temperature: direct use / electricity / combined

B.  Categories of Deployment PotentialB.  Categories of Deployment Potential
•• Theoretical (+ land access or extraction constraints)Theoretical (+ land access or extraction constraints)
•• Technical (+ advances in technology)Technical (+ advances in technology)
•• Economic (+ financial incentives, carbon credits, research Economic (+ financial incentives, carbon credits, research 

benefits,  economies of scale)benefits,  economies of scale)



Table 1 Geothermal resources - their use and potential
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GoalGoal

�� Reach agreement on definitionsReach agreement on definitions
�� Agree on ways to address future deployment projections Agree on ways to address future deployment projections 

for each category of geothermal resource, for each for each category of geothermal resource, for each 
region, and for key dates: 2020, 2030, 2050, and 2100.region, and for key dates: 2020, 2030, 2050, and 2100.

�� Resolve issues related to resource assessment, such as:Resolve issues related to resource assessment, such as:
capacity factors (GWh/MW), quantifying proven or capacity factors (GWh/MW), quantifying proven or 
inferred reserves, stored heat recovery factors, inferred reserves, stored heat recovery factors, 
maximum depth, production sustainability, recharge maximum depth, production sustainability, recharge 
recovery rates, optimum utilization strategies recovery rates, optimum utilization strategies 
(cyclic/continuous), assumed resource/borehole/surface (cyclic/continuous), assumed resource/borehole/surface 
plant lifeplant life--times for levelized costing, use of statistical times for levelized costing, use of statistical 
probability distributions, etcprobability distributions, etc……


